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This past year was a milestone year as the Foundation received the single 
largest ever donation from Dr. Sherman Jen. This transformative gift was 
the driving force in our successful fundraising year where total funds raised 
exceeded $9.7 million. At fiscal year end the foundation’s student assistance 
endowment topped $24 million. This success would not be possible 
without the continued support of our generous donors and the work of our 
dedicated volunteers and staff.
Highlights of the year included a $500,000 donation towards student 
bursaries from long-time Foundation donor, Trans Mountain Corporation, 
and $2 million in private donations to support state-of-the-art equipment. 
Research efforts at TRU will benefit from the $1.5 million in funding from the 
Jen donation for innovation and research excellence.
The Foundation breakfast debuted our first ever TRU Day of Giving which 
proved to be wildly successful. Longtime Foundation supporters Roland and 
Anne Neave kicked off the donations that morning with a $20,000 gift and 
after 36 hours we had successfully raised $62,000 from alumni and new and 
existing donors to support students.
In November, $672,000 was handed out at the annual awards ceremony to 
610 students, making it our most successful ceremony ever.
Foundation volunteers worked hard to put on another amazing Gala, where 
guests enjoyed the Indiana Jones themed event while raising funds for 
students. The team also organized a fun golf tournament at the Kamloops 
Golf and Country Club that raised $30,000 for student support.
Our success is possible only through the support of our loyal donors. This 
is my last year as Chair of the TRU Foundation and I can tell you over the six 
years I have been involved, it has been an inspiration to meet all the donors 
who believe in the gift of education and who continue to support Thompson 
Rivers University as it develops into a world-class institution. Thank you for 
your generosity.

Sincerely

Rick Sallis
Chair, TRU Foundation
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At Thompson Rivers University, we believe 
high quality post-secondary education 
should be accessible to everyone. And 
I’m glad to know that donors, such as 
yourselves, are right there with us. 
Through your generosity and the work of 
the TRU Foundation, we have been able 
to support thousands of students through 
merit-based and needs-based awards. 
That pool of students grows with each 
passing year. 
In my eight years with Thompson Rivers 
University, the TRU Foundation has 
celebrated milestones that include 
the growth of the student assistant 
endowment to $24 million, holding our 
25th annual Gala, and this past year, 
receiving the largest gift in our university’s 
history. Accepting the $5-million donation from Dr. Sherman Jen was a 
highlight, knowing the extraordinary impact it will have as the university 
nears its 50th anniversary in 2020.
Over the years, TRU has worked with funding partners and individual 
supporters in many ways to enhance student success and build our 
research capacity. 
With support from friends, alumni, businesses and government, TRU is 
making more scholarships, bursaries and awards available to students, 
funding innovative research and building state-of-the art learning facilities.
Your donations have a profound effect in making our university an 
outstanding place for discovery and learning. I am confident support for the 
university will only continue to blossom as word of TRU’s innovation, new 
research and quality education spreads even further. 
Thank you for making Thompson Rivers University exceptional.

Sincerely,

Alan Shaver
President and Vice-Chancellor
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2017/18 FINANCIAL SUMMARY
TOTAL FUNDS RAISED

$9,785,984
OPERATING EXPENSES

$306,050

$2 million from two 
private donors to endow 

scholarships and bursaries 
across all faculties

$1.5 million in private donations to support research

$2 million in donations for 
state-of-the-art equipment 

for students to utilize

DISBURSEMENTS

• Bursaries & Awards $1,590,759
• Buildings $2,792,575
• Research  $1,501,000
• Department Initiatives $561,194
• Gifts In Kind $50,938

• United Way $52,984
• Operating Transfer $205,152

   TOTAL $6,754,602

GIVING BY CATEGORY

• Alumni $95,376
• Corporations $2,751,329
• Foundations $749,375
• Individuals $6,189,904

  TOTAL $9,785,984

IMPACT HIGHLIGHTS
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Sherman Jen’s $5-million donation is largest ever for TRU
Thompson Rivers University received its largest-ever 
single donation in October 2017. 
Dr. Sherman Jen of Maple Leaf Educational Systems 
gave TRU a personal donation of $5-million, announced 
at an event in the Brown Family House of Learning.
His generous gift is the university’s biggest individual 
private donation ever. It is allocated for scholarships 
and teaching and research facilities, all of which will 
have a major impact on TRU and its students.
Dr. Jen’s donation breaks down as follows:
• $1.5 million for the Dr. Sherman Jen Research 

Innovation Fund—to support research in the 
Faculty of Science and the School of Education.

• $1.5 million for the Dr. Sherman Jen High 
Fidelity Simulation Centre—which uses 
computer-driven high fidelity mannequins 
to engage students and faculty in innovative 
health teaching and research methods not 
possible using real patients.

• $500,000 for the Dr. Sherman Jen 
Instrumentation Lab—a virtual venue for the next 
generation of instrumentation professionals.

• $500,000 for the Dr. Sherman Jen Innovation 
Competition Prize Endowment—which will 
fund prizes and support student participants in 
innovation competitions in areas like Science, 
Leadership and Business, and Trades.

• $1 million for the Dr. Sherman Jen Student 
Scholarship Endowment—to support scholarships 
in Science, Trades and Technology, Law, Education, 
Social Work and the Master of Education.

“This generous gift supports innovation and capacity 
growth through teaching and research excellence for 
faculty and students and by creating new opportunities 
for student success through scholarships and 
innovative capital development,” said TRU President 
and Vice-Chancellor Alan Shaver.
Dr. Jen’s donation creates new learning and research 
opportunities for students and faculty scholars and 
recognizes academic excellence. 
 

Maple Leaf is China’s largest private international 
school system. It is certified by BC’s Ministry of 
Education. TRU has had a long partnership with Maple 
Leaf and in September, 2016, Maple Leaf Education 
North America opened its BC Independent School on 
TRU’s Kamloops campus.

Dr. Sherman Jen with TRU President and Vice-Chancellor Alan Shaver

“This generous gift supports innovation and  
capacity growth through teaching and research 
excellence for faculty and students....”
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TRU Day of Giving  
successfully debuts at  
Foundation breakfast
A TRU first proved to be a smashing success as the Day 
of Giving far exceeded its goal when it debuted at the 
TRU Foundation’s annual breakfast in November.
Set to raise $36,000 in 36 hours, the event received 
enough donations to make that amount within the first 
several hours. Roland and Anne Neave kicked things 
off with a generous $20,000 donation. With such strong 
momentum, the goal was moved to $50,000. That goal 
was also surpassed hours before the 8:30 p.m. deadline. 
When all was said and done, 92 donors helped TRU’s 
first-ever Day of Giving raise a whopping $62,000. 
Social work student and recipient of the Lafreniere-
Mellquist Bursary, Jayme Burger, spoke to hundreds of 

donors and supporters who gathered at the Grand Hall 
for the annual breakfast.
“You are all part of the solution and I firmly believe 
that your continual support in allowing others to 
become educated will have a ripple effect that will be 
inconceivable,” she said.
Burger is one of thousands of students who benefit from 
the TRU Foundation’s annual campaign to raise money 
for scholarships and bursaries.

Major donations announced at the 2017  
donor breakfast included:
• Nandi Spolia on behalf of the Kamloops  

Hindu Cultural Society, $20,000
• Chris Owen of Interior Plumbing and Heating, 

$45,000 for a five-year sponsorship of the  
Drive the Trades golf tournament

• Mme. Justice Hope Hyslop representing  
the Superior Court Judges of BC, $100,000

Bachelor of Social Work student Jayme Burger shares her story of how a bursary allowed her to continue her studies.

 “You are all part of the solution and I firmly believe that your continual support in  
allowing others to become educated will have a ripple effect that will be inconceivable.” 
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Williams Lake students benefit from $30,000 in awards
The TRU Foundation handed out more than $30,000  
in scholarships and bursaries to 32 Williams Lake  
TRU students at their annual awards ceremony in 
December 2017. 
This ceremony brings together individuals, businesses 
and organizations who believe in the importance of 
learning and education—so much so that they commit 
funds and volunteer hours to financially assist  
TRU students.
Students in Williams Lake have benefited greatly from 
the work of the TRU Grit, an active group of business 

people who, since 2012, have raised more than $150,000 
for students and projects at the Williams Lake campus. 

The TRU Foundation handed out $672,603 in student 
awards at its annual ceremony in November 2017, 
an increase of $50,000 from the previous year. The 
university also added 30 new awards compared to 2016 
—20 of them endowed.
Tourism Management student Michelle Davies was one 
of 610 students who received bursaries and scholarships 
at the TRU Foundation Awards ceremony in the 
university gymnasium. Donors and students got to meet 
face-to-face as cheques were exchanged for gratitude 
and stories from the classroom.
Davies told donors that without the Co-op Student of 
the Year Award, she would have to work more and  
study less.
“Academically, the awards and scholarships I have 
received motivate me to work harder and achieve more 
as a student. Personally, these awards and scholarships 
say ‘I believe in you, your hard work and dedication is 
worth it, keep doing what you’re doing,’” she said.
The TRU Foundation has been supporting students 
and the university for 35 years, during which time the 

endowment portfolio has built up to more than  
$20 million.

Award Highlights
Trans Mountain Corporation, a long-time Foundation 
supporter, announced a $500,000 donation towards 
bursaries for students in trades, social work, human 
service, research and environmental science. The gift 
marked the largest corporate donation to TRU in 2017.
The contribution breaks down as follows:
• School of Trades and Technology: $200,000  

in bursaries
• Faculty of Education and Social Work: $100,000  

in bursaries 
• Faculty of Science Applied Research: $100,000  

in bursaries Faculty of Science: $100,000

2017 Foundation  
Awards celebrate  
students and donors

Above: Tourism Management student Michelle Davies addresses  
the audience during the 2017 Foundation Awards.
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A few days after her first birthday, Imogen Padmore 
suffered complete respiratory failure due to a superbug 
infection (Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus). 
Despite the many caregivers to whom she owes 
her life, it was the work of one particular respiratory 
therapist that stood out and, in 2017, inspired a new 
scholarship at TRU.
Padmore, now three years old, spent six weeks in the 
hospital, mostly at the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit 
(PICU) at Vancouver Children’s Hospital, on the road 
to recovery. There were many caregivers, including 
doctors and nurses, who helped save her life.
One of them was Jason Dennison, the 
respiratory therapist who held the bridge 
throughout a long, fogged-in night before the 
helicopters arrived to transport Padmore from 
Victoria General Hospital  
to Children’s Hospital in Vancouver.
The child’s grandfather Tim Padmore watched 
the events unfold and witnessed the impact the 
traumatic event had on his family. He was inspired 
to take action and chose the TRU Respiratory 
Therapy program, the only one in the province, as the 
benefactor.
“It was a very emotional time and I felt like I should do 
something. When Imogen reached her third birthday, I 
thought it was fitting to create an award that would run 
until her sixteenth birthday.”
“Imogen’s Award recognizes Jason for his skills and 
character and celebrates those who follow him, holding 

lives in their hands. I hope that it can create an impact 
within a health profession that isn’t always highly 
visible,” said Padmore.
The award is presented to an outstanding graduating 
student of the Respiratory Therapy program who 
demonstrates superb technical skills, determination, 
responsibility and solid academic achievement.
 “As a member of the health care team, the care Jason 
provided to Imogen exemplifies the value of respiratory 
therapists in a patient care crisis,” explained Chair of 
the Respiratory Therapy Program, Tom Dorval.

“Patient care is always a team effort. Whether it is 
saving a life, as in Imogen’s case, or simply improving 
a patient’s comfort or quality of life, the unique 
knowledge and expertise of graduates of TRU’s 
Respiratory Therapy Program contribute significantly to 
that effort. This is what makes respiratory therapy such 
a rewarding profession.”

Imogen Padmore enjoys her ice cream 
thanks to the work of a respiratory 
therapist who inspired the creation of a 
new scholarship.

New Award  
recognizes  
unsing hero

“It was a very emotional time and I felt like I should do 
something. When Imogen reached her third birthday, I 
thought it was fitting to create an award that would run 
until her sixteenth birthday.”
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In early 2018, TRU received the first proceeds from  
The Reach: just over $1.5 million to fund student 
support and research activities. TRU and the TRU 
Foundation receive an equal distribution of the returns 
from The Reach, a long-term development project 
created to generate an ongoing revenue stream for 
the university. 
It was the closing of the first lease with CAPE 
Developments that generated these funds of more 
than $1.5 million. CAPE’s building, Creston House,  
will rise north of Old Main and consist of privately-
owned condominiums. 
Since CAPE broke ground on Creston House in fall 
of 2017, Kelson Group has begun construction on the 
second building in the Campus Master Plan: Legacy 
Square. The five-storey, 77-apartment rental building 
will rise in the adjacent lot west of Creston House. 
Construction began in June 2018.
The Reach was originally conceptualized in the 
2013 Campus Master Plan. To realize the vision of a 
University Village, TRU created the TRU Community 
Trust, which in turn set up The Reach development 
project to generate revenue. 
The TRU Community Trust develops land parcels 
identified in the Master Plan through long-term leases 
with private developers so the land is always owned by 
the university.
Of this $1.5 million, the TRU foundation received 
$750,000 to be added to the student assistance 
endowment to fund scholarships and bursaries.

TRU Foundation and students  
benefit from Reach proceeds

Representatives from The Reach, TRU and CAPE 
Developments participate in the groundbreaking ceremony 
for Creston House, the first building for The Reach. 

Capital Projects Update

Nursing and Population Health Building
Project: A purpose-built three-storey home to TRU’s Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing, Master of Nursing and Health Care 
Assistant programs.
• Start: April 2018
• Finish: Anticipated January 2020
• Status in August 2018: Site preparation
• Cost: $37.2 million

Industrial Training and Technology Centre
Project: The Industrial Training and Technology Centre (ITTC) 
builds on TRU’s strong base of trades programming, paving 
the way for the university to train more students for in-
demand technology and trades professions.
• Start: February 2017
• Finish: September 2018
• Status in August 2018: Final stages of construction
• Cost: $30 million

Old Main Classrooms
Project: A $5-million modernization of classrooms  
on Old Main’s first and second floors.
• Start: June 2018
• Finish: Anticipated March 2019
• Status in August 2018: Under way
• Cost: $5 million
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In 2017, Highland Valley Copper 
(HVC) pledged $200,000 in 
cash and $150,000 in-kind 
support over five years for the 
establishment of a Natural 
Sciences and Engineering 
Council (NSERC) Industrial 
Research Chair at TRU.
The creation of an Industrial 
Research Chair position  
supports the development of 
industry-based solutions to 
environmental challenges. 
“Environmental disturbance 

occurs naturally and is also an outcome of natural 
resource development. Our research aims to 
understand the ecosystems of the BC interior so that 
we can quickly and properly restore them to fully 
functioning and sustainable ecosystems following 
disturbance,” said Dr. Lauchlan Fraser. 
“At Teck Highland Valley Copper (HVC) we 
are committed to responsible mine closure in 
collaboration with local First Nations people and 
communities. Research at Highland Valley Copper 
is a vital part of our reclamation program, so when 
Thompson Rivers University approached us to 

contribute to the Industrial Research Chair we 
welcomed the opportunity,” said Greg Brouwer, 
general manager of Teck Highland Valley Copper.
The establishment of the Industrial Research Chair, 
in collaboration with Highland Valley Copper, is an 
exciting first step in the creation of a Centre for 
Ecosystem Reclamation (CER) at TRU. The Centre 
—the first of its kind in Canada—will provide the 
scientific evidence necessary to transform attitudes 
about land use, and in doing so, create resilient and 
healthy communities and natural environments.
Reclamation solutions will be developed in 
consultation with local Indigenous communities, 
incorporating their interests and using native plant 
species to restore traditional land use.
This research ties directly to TRU’s strategic priorities 
to ensure the environmental sustainability of the 
region. More effective reclamation plays a role in 
climate change, as mine sites, specifically water levels 
and longevity of species, are already being affected by 
changes in climate.

RESEARCH  
EXCELLENCE
Highland Valley Copper supports creation of 
Centre for Ecosystem Reclamation

Greg Brouwer

Highland Valley’s $350,000 grant was the fourth TRU received toward the development of an Industrial Research Chair. Genome 
BC has pledged $250,000 toward the project, the Real Estate Foundation of BC has pledged $150,000, and in 2016, New Gold, 
operators of the New Afton copper and gold mine, committed $200,000 to the initiative.

Dr. Lauchlan Fraser, NSERC Industrial Research Chair 
in Ecosystem Reclamation.
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Award recipient  
learns leadership  
lessons from  
the sidelines

On the heels of winning the 2018 Neil Russell Student 
Leadership Award, Kaitlin Lomas was not only 
approaching her undergraduate finish line, but also 
catching her breath after a school year jam packed 
with complications and challenges.
After suffering a concussion in October 2017,  
Kaitlin’s academic and athletic timeline was  
completely upended. 
“This was my last year to play for TRU,” Kaitlin said in 
March. “By being benched for half of the semester, I 
missed so many final moments—like my last home 
opener game. I came to realize how much my identity 
was rooted in being an athlete.”
Athletic culture is ingrained in Kaitlin’s DNA, and 
she credits her teammates and coaches from TRU 
WolfPack Women’s Volleyball for their support  
and encouragement.
The week following her injury, she, along with Rachel 
Windhorst, were voted team captains by the other 
players for the 2017-2018 season.
As a result of her injures, the newly appointed Team 
Captain dropped two classes. She focused on one 
class, continued with her honors project, and managed 
to move forward as a Student Leader with the Pack 
ACademic Edge (PACE) and the Student Wellness 
Ambassador Team (SWAT).
Through a collaboration with the Kamloops Sexual 
Assault Counseling Centre and TRU’s Sexual Violence 
Response and Prevention Manager, Kaitlin, along 
with Kendra Finch spearheaded a student-driven 
#IBelieveYou—Supporting Survivors of Sexualized 
Violence campaign.

Campus and community alike 
embraced the process and the 
outcome of this project. 
“I can’t speak to that experience 
alone, and it was essential that 
the message was inclusive and 
diverse,” Kaitlin said.
Kaitlin’s leadership style is very 
“behind the scenes.” She strives 
to inspire, motivate, encourage 
and promote. She also believes 
that it’s about seeking out 
individuals and placing them in 
environment where they can succeed. 
“Although, a lot of learning takes place when we step 
out of our comfort zone,” she said.
“As a student-athlete, Kaitlin exemplifies resilience, 
dedication and commitment to her studies, the TRU 
community, and to the WolfPack,” said Robbyn Bennett, 
Interim Director, Student Affairs & Accessibility 
Services, and Assistant Coach. “From Bell Let’s Talk 
Day, TRUly United, Toys for Tots to Paws for a Cause, 
she is constantly engaged in different initiatives that 
make our campus a better, more inclusive place  
for others.”
As a leader, Kaitlin believes that leading by  
example is key. 
“My own work needs to be done well before I can  
even begin to critique others.”
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Students receive $120,000 at law awards
Deserving students gathered in November and March 
to be recognized with TRU Law awards.
In all, 27 scholarships, bursaries and course prizes 
totaling nearly $85,000 were awarded at the seventh 
annual fall ceremony in late 2017. At the spring awards 
ceremony in March, 18 students received a total  
of $36,800.
“When I first got the letter telling me I would be 
a recipient of this prestigious award in early 
November, I immediately called my (now) late 
mother to share the good news,” said Alejandra 
Henao, who was one of four recipients of the Law 
Foundation Public Interest Award and its coveted 
$5,000 financial prize in March.
“My mother told me how proud she was of the 
work I had done as a poverty law advocate, as I 
got to assist people with poverty and family law 
matters, and how I would continue this line of 
work as a Pro Bono Students Canada Program 
Coordinator in the year to come. Although my 
mother is not here with me, I think we share this 

award because it is a testament to the values  
she instilled in me,” Henao said.
Dean Brad Morse says donors make an  
immense difference.
 “TRU Law students benefit a great deal. Our generous 
donors currently allow us to award $160,075 annually,” 
he said. “Our goal over the next five years is to build our 
annual award disbursement to $500,000.”

Above: Dean of Law Brad Morse with Heather Maki, recipient of the CBABC award, and Kenneth Armstrong.

Below: Faculty of Law students gather at the spring awards celebration.
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TRU Foundation  
Gala raises $58,000  
for student awards
With the title Fortune and Glory, this year’s Indiana Jones-
themed TRU Foundation Gala was destined to be another 
box-office hit. Community support helped to raise more 
than $58,000 that will directly impact scholarships, 
bursaries and awards for TRU students. 
As fun as the night was with its opportunity to network 
and catch up, participate in silent and live auctions and 
take in performances by Crossbow, Drum Afreaka and 
The Dave Coalmine Band, the overarching theme of 
student assistance was not lost.
In memory of their son and former VP of Advancement 
Christopher Seguin, Deb and Joe Seguin took to  
the stage and announced the creation of a bursary in  
his honour.
After their words, the next moments were filled with tears 
and a standing ovation for someone who truly believed 
one of the best treasures in life was someone unlocking 
their potential. And education is one of the best ways to 
do that.

Above: TRU President Vice-Chancellor Alan Shaver addresses 
the audience. 

Below: Joe and Deb Seguin announce a bursary in memory of  
their son, Christopher Seguin.

Join us February 9th for the 2019 TRU Foundation Gala
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2017/18 DONORS
Thank you to these donors who have made contributions this past fiscal year (April 1, 2017–March 31, 2018).

Chief Justice Robert J. Bauman  
and Susan Bauman
British Columbia Lottery Corporation
CIBC
Dr. Tracy & Brian Christianson
Claude Dansey
Domtar
Frank & Cathy Quinn
Darlene Freding
Brian & Muriel Garland
Hilton Worldwide Corp.
Madam Justice Hope Hyslop
IndoCan Links
Isura
Kamloops Hindu Cultural Society

Kamloops Sports Legacy Fund
Tom LaFreniere & Donna Mellquist
Jeanne Lanoue
Master Robert McDiarmid & Sharon 
Matthews, Q.C.
McDonald’s Restaurant
Allan & Catherine McNeely
Roland and Anne Neave & Family
Patricia Petley
Respect Group Inc.
Rotary Club of Kamloops Aurora
Scotiabank
Joe and Deborah Seguin
Kelly & Heather Shantz
Madam Justice Daphne & Bud Smith

TB Vets Charitable Foundation
TD Insurance Meloche Monnex
TELUS
TRU Students’ Union
Canadian Bar Association, BC Branch
Arthur James Brown
Wilma Rieck
The Kelson Group
Sprott Foundation
Urban Systems Foundation
Vancouver Foundation
Victaulic Company of Canada
Williams Lake & District Credit Union

Partners $10,000—$49,999.99

ARAMARK Canada Ltd.
BC Hydro
BDO Canada
BMO Nesbitt Burns–Kelly Shantz &  
Harvey Comazzetto
The Hon. Justice Richard & Fearon Blair
Professors Christopher Bovis &  
Christine Bovis-Cnossen
Dr. Alan Shaver
CWA Foundation
TRU Campus Living
Cariboo GM
Chahal Priddle LLP
CPABC
City of Kamloops
Enbridge
Evening Auxiliary to Royal Inland Hospital

Events Etc.
Fulton & Company LLP
Mark Gervin
Glover Prescriptions Ltd.
Justice Joel Robin Groves
Heartland Toyota
Interior Plumbing & Heating Ltd.
Subway Kamloops
KPMG LLP
Kamloops & District Kennel Club
Kamloops Aberdeen Lions Club
Kamloops Ford Lincoln
Kamloops Honda
Kamloops Surgical Centre
Kamloops Volleyball Association
Jane Macdonald
Dr. Donna & Donald Murnaghan

Robert & Clare Murphy
Mark & Sally Nairn
Rae Nixon
Tim Padmore
Pronto Enterprises Ltd.
Reader’s Digest Foundation of Canada
TRU Residence & Conference Centre
Rotary Club of Kamloops
Sussex Insurance
TRU Faculty Association
Thompson Nicola Cariboo United Way
Thomson Reuters
Vantage Airport Group Ltd.
Ronald Watson
West Fraser Truckers Association
Neil Woolliams

Contributors $5,000+

Dr. Sherman Jen
Kinder Morgan  
Canada Inc

BMO Financial Group
Law Foundation of BC
RBC Foundation
Stollery Charitable  
Foundation

Southern Interior  
Development Initiative Trust 
TD Canada Trust
Dr. Ron and Rae Fawcett
United Food & Commercial  
Workers Union #247

Benefactors 
$500,000+

Pacesetters 
$100,000+

Champions
 $50,000—$99,999.99
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All efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of this list. If an error or omission has occured, please call the Foundation office at 250-828-5264.

Supporters $1,000—$4,999.99
3Gen Cabinetry & Construction
APEGBC
ASTTBC Foundation
Aberdeen Mall
Acres Enterprises Ltd.
Martin Ambrose
Nadine B. Arnott
Atlantic Power Corporation
Avino Silver & Gold Mines Ltd.
BC Farm Women’s Network
BC Northern Real Estate Board
BC Veterinary  
Technologists Association
Master Douglas Baker
Mr. Justice Kenneth Ball &  
Sarah Jane Ball
Ed & Dianne Barker
John & Donna Barnett
Alf Bawtree
Madam Justice Elizabeth Bennett
Barb Berger
Dino Bernardo
Mike Besanger
Dr. James Bilbey & Marie Christine 
Rey-Bilbey
Dr. Stella Black
Scott Blackford
James & Evelyn Bowersock
Brandt Tractor Ltd.
Dr. Sharon Brewer & Kevin O’Neil
Ryan Brink
Teague & Cristalee Brinkworth
British Columbia Lung 
Association
Andrew Bromley
Spencer & Janet Bryson
CLAC BC Training
Fulcrum Development Inc.
Cambridge House International
Shannon Campbell
Canada West Coach Lines
Canadian Assoc of Petrolroleum 
Producers
CUPE Local 3500
Cariboo Ski Source for Sports
Starr & Gayle Carson
Cascades Casino
Central Okanagan Foundation
Hardeep & Aman Chahal
Fiona Chan
Jay Cheek
Jo Dobson &  
Naowarat Cheeptham
ChemoRV
Scott Clark
Cloverdale Paint
John & Beverley Coburn
Justice Francis W. Cole
Colliers Project Leaders Inc
Harvey & Barbara Comazzetto
CFDC of Thompson Country

Donna-Lee Conner
Convocation Flowers Inc.
Credit Union Central of BC
Crescent Spur Helicopter 
Holidays Ltd.
Cape Construction
Casey P. Cullen
Drs. Paul Dagg & Carol Ward
Don Dalgleish
Michael Dalziel
Dearborn Ford
Ambo Dhaliwal
Drs. Tom Dickinson &  
Nancy Flood
Marguerite Dodds
Dr. Annette Dominik
Madame Justice Sheri Donegan
Lyle Dos Santos
Lorraine Drdul
John Dumesnil
Robbie & Calla Dunn
Earl’s Restaurant
Justice William F. Ehrcke
F3FIT - Robert Petrie
FGL Sports Ltd.– 
Bruce & Theresa Gysel
Stephen Faraday
Fidelity Investments Canada Ltd.
Finning Canada Ltd.
First Nations Tax Commission
Madam Justice Shelley Fitzpatrick
Fraser Valley Bar Association
Christine Gallagher
Dr. William & Nancy Garrett-Petts
Don Garrish
Greg Garrish
Madame Justice Nicole Garson
Cameron & Lori Gatey
Dr. Bas & Shankaramma Gowd
Chad Griffiths
Guild Yule LLP
Dr. Jeff Guthrie
Bruce Hanna
Harper Mountain Lifts Ltd.
Harris & Company LLP
Dr. Heidi Huttunen-Hennelly & Pat 
Hennelly
Dr. Michael & Jane Henry
Bob & Mirella Holden
Madam Justice Heather J. Holmes
Horst Precision Machine
Jane Horton
House Electric
Hub International
Justice John Hunter
Interior Savings Credit Union
Investors Group Financial 
Services
Karen & James Irving
Elizabeth Isfeld
Joanne Jones

KGHM Ajax Mining Inc.
Kamloops Exploration  
Group Society
Kamloops Freemasons Lodge 
No. 10
Kamloops Medical Imaging Inc.
Kamloops Paddlewheelers  
Lions Club
Kamloops This Week
Kamloops West Rotary Club
Kamloops Youth  
Soccer Association
Mr. Justice Stephen F. Kelleher
Ken J. Finnie
Kiwanis Club of Kamloops BC
Kootenay Bar Association
Ms. Myrissa L. Krenzler
LMG Finance Inc.
Dr. Terry & Lisa Lake
Gwyneth Lamperson
Lani Laviolette
Larry Leonard
Linda Turner Personal  
Real Estate Corporation
Madam Justice Linda A. Loo
Mainland Sleep Diagnostics Ltd.
Sheila K. Mangan
Manulife Financial
Donna Marchand
Justice Len & Laurie Marchand, Jr.
Rod Michell
Dr. Jack & Verna Miller
Miller Electric Mfg. Co.
Matt & Heidi Milovick
Brian Mitchell
Moly-Cop Canada
Morelli Chertkow Lawyers LLP
Brad & Deirdre Morse
New Gold Inc.
Marisa Nitta
Norton Rose Fulbright  
Canada LLP
Nu-Tech Fire & Safety
Nvesta Real Estate Group
Pat & Evelyn O’Brien
Ocean Trailer
Colin & Mab Oloman
Ken & Arlene Olynyk
Bob & Eleatha Petrie
Baldev Pooni
Premium Brands Holdings Corp
Prevost Veterinary Clinic Ltd.
Provincial Court Judges’  
Assoc. of BC
RBC Dominion Securities Inc.
Ginny Ratsoy
Rescue Canada Inc.
Donald McQuay & Iris Rich
Nick & Linda Rinaldi
Dr. Jeanette & Ian Robertson
Roper Greyell LLP

Rotary Club of  
Kamloops Daybreak
Claude & Carly Royer
SEI Investments Canada Co.
SMS Equipment Inc
STEP Canada
Susan Safford
Sage Sport Institute
Ray & Joanna Sanders
Aiden N. Sargent
Madame Justice Mary Saunders
Robin Schoebel & Cari Sutcliffe
Patricia Sellmer
Brendan Shaw Real Estate Ltd.
Shuswap Naturalist Club
Finlay & Michele Sinclair
Gary Soles
Stantec Architecture Ltd.
Storage Vault Canada Inc.
Carl & Leslie Sulkowski
Summit Electric
Sun Country Toyota
Sun Peaks Grand Hotel
Sun Rivers Men’s League
Sunmark Development
TRU Association of  
Professional Administrators
Tulo Centre of  
Indigenous Economics
Carlos Tallent
Teck Highland Valley Copper
The Advocate
Mutual Fire Insurance Co. of BC
Thompson Okanagan Tourism 
Association
Thorsteinssons LLP
Justice Ronald Tindale
Tolko Industries–WL/Lakeview
Lynne Totten
Tourism Kamloops
Triton Environmental  
Consultants Ltd.
United Rentals of Canada Inc.
Upper College Heights
BC Society of Gardens Club
Vertex One Asset Management
Victoria Foundation– 
The Patterson Family
VitalAire
Nels Vollo
Wajax Industries
Wallace Upholstery (2006) Ltd.
Madam Justice Jeanne Watchuk
Curtis & Brandy Wilkinson
Williams Lake Lions Club
Wolfe Mining Inc.
Steve & Jing Wong

15 



Fifteen top students in arts, business, education, 
science, culinary arts, tourism, nursing and law shared 
in $27,250 in awards and prizes at the Lepin Awards 
Presentation in spring 2017.
Allison Patterson, a graduating Year 2 Teacher 
Candidate in the Bachelor of Education program 
(Faculty of Education and Social Work), was the  
2017 recipient of the Ken Lepin Prize of Excellence  
in Education. 
Patterson was on the Dean’s list throughout her 
four years of study at TRU, and has been a great 
ambassador for the TRU B.Ed. during her two years 
in the program. An outstanding teacher candidate, 
Patterson, who grew up in Clearwater, hopes to teach 
the primary grades in our local region. 
Ken Lepin, who in 2017 received a BC Community 
Achievement Award for his philanthropy, has given 
more than $200,000 to students since 2006. 

The awards provide financial assistance to students, 
bestowed on the basis of outstanding academic 
achievement in course work and research, as well as 
leadership activities.

Fifteen top students in arts, business, education, science, culinary arts, tourism, nursing and 
law shared in $27,250 in awards and prizes at the Lepin Awards Presentation in Spring 2017.

Patterson receives Ken Lepin  
Prize of Excellence in Education

John Churchley, Ken Lepin,  
Allison Patterson, and Alan Shaver.

TRU Law Associate Dean Jon Heshka (left), Ken Lepin and TRU 
President Alan Shaver present Brianna Meyer with the 2017 Ken 
Lepin Prize of Excellence in Law.
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Aboriginal youth camp receives $10,000 from Telus
TRU’s Aboriginal Youth Summer Camp in Science 
and Health Science celebrated its 10th birthday in 
2017 and received a gift in the form of $10,000 from 
the Telus Community Foundation. Among the fund’s 
criteria: projects addressing youth, the environment, 
technology and education.
To recognize and honour the gift, a ceremony was held 
outside Cplul’kw’ten in April. 
“This $10,000 is going to be very useful and very 
helpful towards being able to provide all the activities 
that help make the campers feel more welcome on 
campus when they stay here,” said microbiology faculty 
member Ann Cheeptham, who founded the camp with 
nursing faculty member Star Mahara. They continue to 
be part of the organizing committee.
Before receiving the gift, Cheeptham said organizers 

were looking at a $15,000 budget to run the July 30 
to August 3 camp for 20 students in Grades 9 to 12,  
all coming from different parts of BC.
Over the years, the camp has proven popular, with 
registration usually full by the end of May and some 
students returning more than once.
During the five-day camp, students attend hands-on 
mini-classes that provide insight into various career 
paths in sciences and health sciences. They also 
become familiar with TRU and what Kamloops has  
to offer.
Indigenous knowledge, ways and understanding are 
woven into the curriculum; for example, students learn 
to identify and harvest plants for medicinal and food 
purposes. Classes are led by TRU students, faculty 
members and members of the community.

From left to right: Ann Cheeptham, camp co-founder; Paul Michel, TRU Director of Aboriginal Education;  
Wendy Heshka, Telus Community Foundation; Karen Gamracy, TRU Director of Advancement.

What will your TRU legacy be? 
Give the gift of education by leaving a planned gift to  
future generations of Thompson Rivers University students.
If you would like to learn more about leaving a gift in your  
will, contact Sarah Sandholm, Director of Planned Giving. 

250-371-5702 | ssandholm@tru.ca 
tru.ca/foundation

I want to work for an organization 
that strives to protect the planet. 
The Alvin and Lydia Grunert bequest 
helped me in my journey toward 
that goal.”

— Janelle Hawrys, 2017  
Bachelor of Business Administration 
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TRUly United champions kicked off the fifth annual 
campaign in October. 
The 2017 TRUly United campaign raised $192,116 from 
Oct. 30 to Nov. 17.
Although just shy of the $200,000 goal, TRU hit a 
significant achievement by reaching 50 percent 
employee participation. 
Employees gave to a campaign that, in partnership 
with the United Way, invests in the financial support 
of students and their future, and contributes to 
remarkable programs and people throughout the 
Thompson, Nicola and Cariboo region.
In addition to payroll deductions, payroll lottery and 
one-time donations, departments raised money 
through fun challenges, such as the Faculty of Law’s 
bake sale, and HR’s numerous events like pumpkin 
carving, a wine draw, 50/50 and guess-the-baby 
photo challenge.
Kelson Group again generously stepped up with a 
$20,000 matching gift.
Assistance through TRUly United supports programs 
like the United Way Rent Bank and the Clearwater 
Trails program. Donations are also directed to 
student scholarships and bursaries through the  
TRU Foundation. 

$192,116 
RAISED IN 2017

TRUly United celebrates  
fifth annual campaign

TRUly United champions kicked off the fifth annual campaign on Oct. 30.

Foundation
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12th Annual TRU Foundation Classic
The 12th Annual TRU Foundation Classic Golf Tournament 
raised $30,000 for student awards. Held at Kamloops Golf 
and Country Club in August 2017, the annual tournament 
welcomed 140 golfers for a fun day on the links. 
Cameron Hopkinson was the big winner of the day, 
landing a hole-in-one. 

Riley Balson, Brock Balson, Mike Lynn and Shaun Roberts, 
representing Thompson Valley Roofing, made up the 
winning team at the 2017 TRU Foundation Golf Classic. 

Cameron Hopkinson celebrating his hole-in-one with teammates 
Harold Dreyer, Eleanor Thompson and Diana Dreyer.

Save the Date–November 1 and 2  
A TRU DAY OF GIVING
TRU’s Day of Giving is back this fall after a goal-crushing 
first year in 2017. This 36-hour online giving campaign 
gives TRU alumni and donors a chance to give back, 
to make a difference and to impact current and future 
students. Donors can direct their gifts to scholarships, 
bursaries and programs across all faculties.
Our goal is to exceed last year’s total of $62,000 raised in 
36 hours. From 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, Nov. 1, to 8:30 p.m. 
on Friday, Nov. 2, alumni and donors can make an online 

gift at tru.ca/givingday or by calling us on these  
days during business hours (8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.)  
at 250-828-5264. 
Donations of all sizes make an impact. Gifts will 
be matched through generous contributions from 
individual and corporate donors.

Watch our website at tru.ca/foundation for more 
information. Thank you for your support!
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